
I n antebellum Charleston, a Catholic priest 
grapples with doubt, his family’s secret African  
ancestry, and his love for a slave owner’s wife.

At once intimate drama and multigenerational epic, Necessary Sins 
is the first book in the sweeping Lazare Family Saga that transports 
readers from the West Indies to the Wild West, from Charleston, Paris, 
and Rome into the depths of the human heart.

“From the ashes of rebellion to heart-rending forbidden love,  
Necessary Sins is a work of art. Bell’s voice is a refreshing addition 

to the genre, and the breadth of her research is impressive.  
A strong start to a promising series.” 

 — JESSICA CALE , bestselling author of Tyburn
 

“A taut, compelling family drama with a fresh and intriguing setting. 
Necessary Sins will be a welcome read for fans of historical fiction.”
— OLIVIA HAWKER , internationally bestselling author 

of The Ragged Edge of Night

“A gripping family saga with complex characters, 
Necessary Sins is lushly detailed and beautifully written.”
— SUSAN HIGGINBOTHAM , author of  

The First Lady and the Rebel

“In this carefully researched historical novel Bell examines the way race, 
religion and class weave a web that Joseph [Lazare] may never escape.”

— SARA DONATI , internationally bestselling author of 
Where the Light Enters
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